[bookmark: _Hlk65685574]MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HIMLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT SWINDON COMMUNITY CENTRE ON WEDNESDAY 21st January 2026 at 7.30PM

PRESENT: -                                   MRS Y NOCK (CHAIRMAN) PRESIDING
      PRESENT COUNCILLORS:       MRS S OLIVER, MR T RICHARDS, MR R LEES, MRS N JAMES                                                          
                                                                CCLLR V WILSON
      APOLOGIES :-                               MR G BOWEN                                                                                  
      OTHERS :-                                      MRS S FARLEY CLERK, MR R PAINTER, PCSO P WILKES
      
                                  
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS –
Section 17 – reminds Parish Councils to review if any of the decisions made at the Parish Council meeting have implications in relation to crime, disorder, anti-social behavior or community safety in general.
Cllr Lees: as a member of South Staffordshire District Council (SSDC), will reconsider any planning applications at District level taking into account all relevant evidence and representations at that tier and at District level will declare an interest arising from membership of this Parish Council when expressing a view on any relative matters

POLICE REPORT -  DATE RANGE : 18/12/2025 - 19/01/2026 ( as received )

Public bodies can only disclose information if they have the power to do so. Section 115 of the Crime and Disorder Act provides a power to exchange information where disclosure is necessary to support the local Crime Reduction Strategy and Partnership in achieving the aims of the Crime and Disorder Reduction Strategy and objectives outlined within it.
The degree of disclosure that takes place must be proportionate and relevant to the level of social ill or criminality it is intended to counter or prevent.
The information is only to be processed in relation to crime and disorder purposes. Information will be handled in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, the Human Rights Act 1998 and any other relevant legislation governing disclosures and will ultimately be disposed of in a secure manner. 

Statistics:
Burglary (residential):  None
Burglary (Business): None
Vehicle Crime :- Overnight 18/01 – 19/01 front and rear number plates were taken off a vehicle parked on a     driveway in School Road
Anti-social behaviour :-X4 Baggeridge Park off road bikes, car park on craft village side had vehicles doing donuts in the snow.
With thanks from your local officers,
PCSO Paula WILKES (06635) Email: paula.wilkes@staffordshire.police.uk
PCSO Alexandra RATHBONE (23938) Email: alexandra.rathbone@staffordshire.police.uk
PCSO Julia WELLS (16814) Email: julia.wells@staffordshire.police.uk
Helpful links
Volunteers requested for community speed watch, further information found at:
http://www.staffssaferroads.co.uk/my-community/community-speed-watch 
Keep in touch with regular Smart Alert’s for your area:
https://staffordshiresmartalert.uk/staffs/
Social media:

[image: ]  @Staffordshire Police & @South Staffordshire Police
[image: ] @SStaffsPolice
Please feel free to encourage public participants to try reporting incidents via our ‘Live chat’ service accessible on our website, instead of phoning 101 and waiting in a queue.

PCSO Wilkes left the meeting

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: - 

Online payments authorised at the meeting by Cllrs – 
· Chipmonk Computers – Annual website maintenance charge £50.00
· Swindon Community Centre – 2025 room hire for meetings £110.00
· Monthly bank charges 10/11/25 – 9/12/2025 - £4.25


MATTERS ARISING:-

· New site for SID: The site was confirmed as where SSDC used to put the moveable SID. Clerk to contact the contractors to get this work underway.
· HPC Website: Under ‘Contact us’, the map now shows the full extent of the Parish Boundary. Our thanks to Cllr Bowen for enabling this.
· Play Area: Cllrs confirmed tasks to take place this Spring, Clerk to ask for invoice to confirm order.                                                                                                
· Himley Landfill Area:  The new, maybe illegal, entrance made onto the site is a mess. If it continues, Enforcement will be contacted.  
· Litter Bin place change for Railway Walk Car Park:  No action has been taken, Clerk to contact Baggeridge Country Park Manager.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS :-  

The land in the following application purports to be in Wombourne but part of it is actually in Himley Parish, joining the two parishes together.
25/01078/OUTM   Land North of Bridgnorth Road. Outline planning application (with all matters reserved except primary means of access from Rosemary Road) for the construction of up to 90 dwellings with associated green, blue and grey infrastructure including ground remodelling and ancillary service infrastructure. Val 16.12.25, consult to 10.01.26, deadline 17.03.26, C.O. Imogen Hopkin.   HPC objected:                                                                                      This application will double the size of the existing site. Traffic is already very heavy at the existing junction and there have been an increased number of accidents since the construction of the existing estate so we only envisage this becoming worse. The development will add to the unrestricted sprawl, and will prevent neighbouring towns to not merge making these areas weak. We wish to preserve the setting of historic towns. There will also be an impact on the green belt across the area of the plan.  Please take these matters into account when considering this application.
Later objection: Further to Himley Parish Council’s objection on 24th December, please add the following objection to this application.       The southern boundary of the site is within a few metres of the Himley boundary, and a corner of the site is actually within Himley Parish, not in Wombourne. The boundary between the two parishes is shown by the blue line on your map, the drain/brook. Parishes should be kept apart from each other; and therefore, the whole development would be contrary to the following existing regulations: - 
The fundamental aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open; the essential characteristics of Green Belts are their openness and their permanence. Green Belt serves five purposes: a) to check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas; b) to prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another; c) to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment; d) to preserve the setting and special character of historic towns; and e) to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban land. 
The general extent of Green Belts across the country is already established. New Green Belts should only be established in exceptional circumstances, for example when planning for larger scale development such as new settlements or major urban extensions.
.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AWAITING A DECISION :-  

· 25/00696/COU    Land east of Red Lane, Change of Use from agriculture to Sui Generis (situations which are distinct and thus not easily categorized) – to Dog Exercise Field.  Val 19.08.25, consult to.20.09.25, now extended to 29.01.26, deadline 14.10.25, C.O.  Caitlin Harper.     Entrance and Car Park plans have been amended.                   
· 24/01056/FULM   Land at Park Farm.  The temporary development of a battery energy storage system (BESS) with ancillary infrastructure to provide balancing services to the electricity grid.                                                                                                                                                                                                   Access to site changed to B4176, Dudley Road.  Val 19.11.25, consult to 14.12.25, deadline 18.02. HPC objected.    

PLANNING DECISIONS :- 

· 25/00869/COU  Tara, 27 Penn Road Gospel End. Change of use from C3a use (single person or family living together as a household) to C3b use (up to 6 people living together as a single household and receiving care). Val 14.10.25, consult to 16.11.25, deadline 09.12.25, CO Imogen Hopkin. HPC objected: Approved 13.01.26  with conditions. Begin within 3 years to approved plans and specifications for up to 2 residents 10 to 17 years and 5 members of staff, 4 onsite parking spaces to be used, none on road, staff change-overs to be organised.      



ANY OTHER BUSINESS INCLUDING RESIDENTS COMPLAINTS :-

· Clerk to contact SSDC Officer agreeing with proposals to make new Public Spaces Protection Orders for the following locations: Old Hampton Road, Westcroft; Orchard Lane, Shareshill; Wombourne Sewage Works; Wombourne various areas; Great Wyrley Playing Fields and Co-op car park; Baggeridge Estate car parks and craft village.      
· CC Wilson explained that due to current Government council reorganisations, previous sharing of election costs would not be possible in future and any election could cost HPC up to £4,000.
· Bank statement was presented for information purposes.
· A transfer from the savings account to the current account for £5000 was authorised.
· Councillors agreed that an interim payment of 30% of the total cost for the upgrade and repairs to the playing field and equipment as per the ROSPA report, could be paid to Sovereign of £2344.15 once the invoice was received from them. This will be input and authorised online in the usual way.
· Cllr Lees agreed to contact OCL in Himley to ask if they would provide a water source for the playing field works once these commence in the spring.
· The next Parish Councils assembly will be held on Tuesday 27th January @ 7pm at Enville Pavillion. Cllr James advised that she would attend.
· A virtual lunch and learn session is to be held on Friday 30th January 12-1pm by the Crime Unit for any Councillors to attend



DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING: -   Wednesday 18th  February 2026

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.24pm

COUNCILLOR VACANCIES  

There is 1 vacancy for a Parish Councillor on Himley Parish Council. Please contact the clerk via email if you would like further details regarding these at clerk@himleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Helpful links

Volunteers requested for community speed watch, further
information found at: http://www.staffssaferroads.co.uk/my-
community/communi eed-watch

Keep in touch with regular Smart Alert’s for your area:

https://staffordshiresmartalert.uk/staffs/

For none urgent reports please contact us via 101 or Digital 101.

Social media:

n @staffordshire Police & @South Staffordshire Police

Please feel free to encourage public participants to try reporting incidents via our ‘Digital 101
Service. A private message can be sent to Staffordshire Police pages on Facebook / Twitter, instead
of phoning 101 and waiting in a queue.
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